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would have justified. It had appealed to the Governmey
of the United States in vain: that Government on whe
suggesticus and on the plans of whose officers the gy
diniensiong and national eharacter of the work, so preguz §
with the expenses which now oppress ur, had been algy:
ed. It was embarrassed with debts beyond its abilityn
pay; and this vast enterprise, upon the completion of which
depended the prosperity of so extensive a portion of o
country, was not merely languishing, but was abou y
expire. :

Under such circumstances, the convention of 1834wy
held: having for its principal objects to lay belore thes S
veral Corporations interested i this work; its opiniond
the condition of the company, and of the means necess '
to rescue it from the destruction so imminentand thenin
pending. :

" For these purposés committées were appointed and e

owered 1o address memorials to the several Legislature
of the United States, of the State of Maryland, of theSiate
of Virginia, and of the State of Pennsylvania. A com-
mittee was also appointed to estimate the probable cost of |
completing the canal, and particularly of that part which §
was necessary in order o exiend it to the vast deposite.oi
bituminous coal in the vicinity of Cumberland; a deposit:
which, when once attained, cannot fail to develop a di g
giee of wealth to the State unrivalled and without 2 pir-
alicl, and of hestowing, by ite . immense trade, the me g
flattering returns upau any cost which has ever yet bee: BRI
estimated for ti-e work.

"The Board does not cansider it necessary lo go fa
back in a narrative of the affuirs of the company tha
period of the convention of 1534, 1f a knowledge of 15 S
affairs beyond this period is desired by any one, it &0 he S
found in the several Annual Reports of the compansi - B
that of the general policy and inducements to the unler 3
taking, may be found cond.nsed in the memorial aulho{- :
ized by the Convention o be laid before Congress. U M
in order that the opinions of tha: Convention may " S
known. as well of the condition of this eompany @ U
time as of the means which were then considered adequd’® B
{ avtond the panal ta the vieinitv of the coal regiof ! |
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wili refer to the reports presented 10 tiie couvEitiv . iy
fo the memorials which it autherized to the Legislat!f



